
MSU Small Grants for Faculty Research     Evaluation Sheet  
Applicant 
Name: 

 

Project  
Title: 

 

Amount Requested (Maximum $3000):  

 
Equipment $  Supplies $  Travel $  Student Assistance $   

Project Description Narrative Section Criteria Possible 
Points Score 

a) Enhancing MSU’s Reputation for Academic Excellence (10 points).  
Explain how this project will enhance MSU’s reputation for academic excellence. 
This may include social, economic, cultural, or other investigations and 
contributions to MSU’s reputation. 

10 
 

b) Improving Teaching and Learning at MSU (10 points).  
Explain how the project shall contribute to the teaching and learning at MSU.  10 

 

c) Involving/Benefiting Students (10 points).  
Explain how this proposed project shall involve students in the research and/or 
how students shall be beneficiaries of the resulting new knowledge. 

10 
 

d) Quality of Proposed Project: The Literature (10 points).  
The proposed research project should be sufficiently pinned to the current literature. 
Is it clear that the applicant(s) know the current literature relative to the proposed 
research project? The literature review does not need to be lengthy, but it should be 
sufficient to indicate how the proposed study builds upon the current knowledge 
base. 

 
10 

 

e) Quality of Proposed Project: Methodology (10 points).  
Describe the research design and methods that shall be implemented relative to this 
research proposal.  

 
10 

 

f) Quality of Proposed Project: Contribution (10 points).  
The project should make a unique contribution to the knowledge base of the 
discipline and should have a plan for disseminating the findings in an appropriate 
venue, either on or off campus. The proposal should have sufficient detail in its 
objectives, procedures, and methods that it can be externally validated.  

 
10 

 

g) Timeline (10 points).  
A project timeline should be included, indicating significant milestone points in the 
project, and complying with the Faculty Research Committee’s calendar of key dates 
and the Project period of performance. Funds must be encumbered by the end of the 
grant year. (Project period of performance: July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023). 

10 
 

h) Researcher’s Qualifications (10 points).  
The faculty researcher must demonstrate the appropriate expertise, 
credentials, and experience in their respective discipline to carry out the 
proposed study. This section includes evidence of successful publications, 
presentations, and, if applicable, external funding of previous MSU-
sponsored research. 

10 
 



i) Connection to Strategic Plan (10 points).  
Document ways in which the proposed project supports the goals of the strategic 
plan, Empowering Generations. 

10 
 

j) Budget and Budget Justification Narrative (10 points).  
The proposed budget should be cost-effective and make appropriate use of the 
funds. Equipment, supplies, travel for research purposes only, and student assistance 
are all potential areas commonly funded. In addition to the traditional funding items, 
capital equipment may be included in the proposals. All applicants are required to 
include a budget justification narrative as well as Attachment A: Small Grants for 
Faculty Research Budget Template. Maximum request allowable, $3000. Project 
budget period: July 1, 2022, through June 30, 2023. 

10 
 

k) First-Time Applicant (Bonus 10 points).  
You are considered a first-time applicant if you have never been awarded 
funding under this grant opportunity. If you are a first-time applicant, please 
note this in your application materials. (The total rubric is based on a 100-
point scale; although, it is possible for first time applicants to score 110 total 
points.) 

Bonus 
10 

 

l) Continued Funding.  
If requesting continued funding for a project funded during a previous Small Grant 
period, include a paragraph summarizing the previous research results and 
dissemination; justify need for requesting additional funding. Also, please disclose 
additional funding (internal/external) that supports this project. 

Yes/
No 

 

TOTAL SCORE 110 
 

 

Recommendation: Do Not Fund ____(or) Fund ____ (and) Funding Amount Recommended $________ 

Evaluator’s Name: 
Evaluator’s comments: 
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https://www.minotstateu.edu/strategicplan/

